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.‘ IN THE TERRITOAIAL COURT CF THE NORTH.EST TERRITCRIES
)

Ol‘L RE..SON ? FOR JUDC"’NT OF HIS LORDSHIP THE HONOUIALLE M. JUSTICE
ILLIAN G. FORROW, given at Hay River, K.W.T., on the 2Lth day of

il veﬁber, A. e 196
In the natter between:

HER MAJESTY THE GQUEE.

sppellant
- and -
VER.NON '-‘I'ILLIM 4 anbn

Fespondent

I can tell you this, I have only one problen, and
that 1s the questlon of intent to escape. There is nc question
about the contact of the two cars. I think that has 2lmost teen

dnitted by the accused himself. Lven if he hadn?t admitted it,
I »m satisfied the police constable did a good job of research,
and I 2m satisfied he put the facts togsther properly.
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In looking zt this case there of course has to be
ovidence of cars, charge, or control of a vehicle) evidence that
1t~1s “involved in an accident, in this case ﬂitb another vehicley

—a&d- that there was an intent to escape elvil or criminal liability,

and of course failure tO stop the vehicle snd so on.

' T am satisfiled on thne evidence before me that the

respondent, orisinally the accuaed, was in charge cof or had the
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l\‘ cire and contrel of the vehicle in question; that he was involved
in an accident cn the d=te set out in the charge, and that he failed:

tc stop his vehicle.

I wish to say at this point that I think the police
did an excellant job of piecing together the pieces, if I may uae
that phrase, and of identifying the two vehicles, the one that had

escaped, and the one that was damaged.

However, I have difficulty with the cuestlon of intent
to escape. The burden is 2t 2ll times on the Crown to prove beyond
2 reasonatle doubt all tne essentials of this offerce. In this case
the respondent went into the witness box and gave an explanzation,
wnlch explanation wazs consistent with his subsequent behaviour, whers
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within £h2"1I035t £ilteen or twenty minutes or half &a hour of th
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thin 3 very short distance of where the
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t took place. Thers is no sizn that ha tried to hide his car,:

n
there i3 nothinz to indicate he was aware of the damage.

I am therefore dismissing the:ﬁppeal4wi$h~no»ccsts:

I would like to compliment €ounsel for the Crown on his faiiness
L
vhere the other side was not represented by Counsal,
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