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IN THE TERRITORIAL COURT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORTFS

IN_THE MATTER OF:

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
- and -

CLARENCE ROBERT ALEXT

Transcript of the Oral Reasons for Sentence delivered
by His Honour Judge R. M. Bourassa, sitting at Fort
McPherson, in the Northwest Territories, on Wednesday,

October 9, A.D. 1885.

APPEARANCES : - ' .
MR. J. R. SHIPLEY On behalf of the Crown
MR. R. Rg Oon behalf of the Defence
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THE COURT: Mr. Alexi might just as well be seated beside Ms.

Jerome. I find it very difficult to understand why someone

can'£ realize they'relkilling themselves drinking;_énd Mr.
Alexi, who has got seven previous coivictions, who obviously
has a problem with-alcohol,-doesn't believe-:that he:has a
problem. Once égain, we have an individual_who sober is a
nice person, but ﬁhen he drinks he goes into an:aléohlic,
violent, vicious rage; and from ﬁhe-evidence given ﬁo me by
the Crown, he must have been chasing.ﬁis sisﬁer aiound,and
beating her for blood té be found in an 80 square. foot area|
The assault must have gone on for a_périgd of time.
Once again, the pre—-sentence report shows this pro}j
£$m~with alcohol that the accused isiwell aware of , but Jjust

ignores. Reading from it, "when he's drinking, he's another

person altogether. Clarence stated that he has thought aboui

alcohol treatment, but hasn't tried to find out information

about the program. Clarence stated if

he was not drinking

this offence would not have happened." Well, if hée knew

those things, why did he drink? At another place, "Clarence
admits that he was drinking himself when this assault took

place. He realizes that he can't control his anger-and

temper, and he can't solve his problem by beating up another

T

person," and yet there is suggestion -of alcohol abuse in the

past on his record. It is really unfortunate that a man who

is probably not a basically bad person is killing hinself,
and darn well coming close to killing other people, because

of his fondness for drink.
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I don't know what to do about it. i'm sure jail
isn't the ultimate answer. Thg Court is going to have té
try Lo proctect people, and as long az peopie like Mr., Aloui
refuse to do something about their problém with aléphol, the
Court is goind to have to proteclt society by putting peonle
like Mr. RAlexi in jail. This assault snvicious, it's awful
it's disgusting. - There is no room for it.

With respect to the eséapé, I ﬁdnﬂt agreeiwith
defence counsel 's suggestion that it was. a natural thing to

+

do; understandahle, perhaps, but not natﬁral, Bui: T tﬁink
a bolt ané run situation like this has to be looked at a
little differently than a planned proﬁraﬁ of escape.
~‘ M Tha breach of undertaking speaks for 1t elf They
are all out-shadowed by the assault. |

Stand up, please, Mr. Alaxi. With respect to thg
assault, I'm going to sentence you to ten months imprisonment
With respect to the escépe, one month imprisonment conseuv
tive. With respect to the failure to comply with your under*
waking, one month imprisonment congurrent. T am taking into
account the fact that he has spent some time in custody; al-
though, I am attributing relatively modest weight to it,
because he was i1 jaill nob becauée of. this offence of assauli

! o

but becauge he didn’t comply with'thg tormes of an undertaking

(AT WIITCH WIME THEXS MATTER WAS CCGHCLUDED.)

Certified a colraocht transcrini: «<”a_-
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