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and should give consideration for a penitentiary term.
THE COURT: Miss Lillegran.
MS. LILLEGRAN: Mr. Firth is 22 years of age; born and
raised in Fort McPherson; when there, he resides with his
family, he has six brothers and sisters; he has a Grade 8
education, and in February of 1984 completed a one and a
half month floorman training course in connection with rig
work; he has been employed for one and a half years with
Kenting Drilling on a rig in Tuktoyaktuk as an Assistant
Crane Operator, and has worked for Esso Resources for
approximately one year in Norman Wells as a roughneck, and
two years at the Tuktoyaktuk base as a warehouse man, in
1980 he worked for one season for Dome Petyroleum as a
laporer. Mr. Firth is making -- is currently a serving
prisoner and has used his time in custody to take note or
take stock of himself. In his previous visits, periods of
incarceration, he made no attempt to take any alcohol
counselling. I submit that he indicates to me that the
record is alcohol-related, as was this incident. Previously
he has never sought to do anything about this particular
problem; however, he has been incarcerated in Yellowknife
Ccorrectional Centre, and while there he had one interview
with an alcochol counsellor., He was subsequently transferred
to the Hay River Correctional Centre and sought alcohol'
counselling there twice per week. ;pparently, his
classification officer has set up a program for him which

starts on the 22nd of July, when he would be eligible for
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early release from the sentence he is currently serving. On
July 22nd, he was to be brought in to the Salvation Army
Alcohol Program. And also, running along with that, they
offer a program called the Tree of Peace which is, in
essence, a life-skills program.

THE COURT: Is that in Yellowknife?

MS. LILLEGRAN: Yes, that is Yellowknife. And it is
part of the release programs at the Correctional Centre. He
tells me he has been approved for this. If he has
successfully attended the course for a two-week period, the
salvation Army course, he will then be eligible for work.
The Salvation Army will assist him, apparently, in locating
work during the daytime, which would be in Yellowknife.

I submit, sir, that the record is not an enviable one,
but I would also suggest that this individual has never done
anything prior to this date to do anything towards
correcting his alcohol problem or any of his behavioral
problems, that he has in fact seemed to have been diligent
in attending his counselling to the point where he has been
recommended for this Salvation Army Program. And I would
suggest that the classification officer would feel that
there would be some reason why Mr. Firth might benefit from
this. Mr. Firth himself feels that this program will be
good for him. And I urge you to ;ake those plans into
consideration in determining the period of incarceration.

Thank you.
THE COURT: Thank you. Well, Mr. Sutton has
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pointed out the serious nature of the offence, that the
paximum term of imprisonment is life imprisonment. I have
covered the aggravating factors of this assault and ®Y
reasons for judgment. Looking at this young man, this 1is
the seventh conviction for assault since January of 1984.
Robbery with violence is one of the worst offences that
there is, other than those involving weapons and serious
injury to others. In all of the circumstances, ©of the way

- the offence was committed, I agree with Mr. sutton that I
must consider a penitentiary time: however, Mr. Firth is
still only 22 years of age. From his work record, he
obviously has been able to obtain employment and some
training and get a fair amount of employment. One reason,
of course, might be his large and robust physigue. As well
as his age, there is the fact that he has never been
sentenced to imprisonment for a period of longer than sixty
days. That was in November of last year until the six-month
sentence of May of this year. And 1 feel I must look at the

totality of the sentence I impose today together with the

one imposed in May.

Would you stand up, please, Mr. Firth. I convict you
as charged and direct you +o be imprisoned for a period of
nine months, which time will be served concurrently with the
time you are presently spending.

MR. FIRTH: Yep.
MS. LILLEGRAN: Thank you, Your Honour.

(TRIAL CONCLUDED)
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pated at the City of Calgary, Province of Alberta, this 22nd

Beth Headley, &
Court Reporter.
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