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THE COURT: Ricky Wedawin stands convicted

by ajury on May 14th, 2009 on the charge of
having sexually assaulted a 70-year-oldwoman in
her home on or about May 6th, 2007, at Behchoko
in the Northwest Territories. For this, the
penalty canbe amaximum oftenyearsinjail.
The Crown is seeking a sentence ofa period
ofincarcerationin the range ofthree to three
and one-halfyears and strenuously opposes a
conditional sentence citing a number of
aggravating factors: This was a major sexual
assault; the victim was asleep at the time that
it occurred; her age, which was 7 0; that this was
a breach oftrust because the offence occurred in
her home;thatthe offence occurred while she was
asleep. The Crown cites subsequent convictions
for breaches ofundertakings and breach of
recognizance and references the pre-sentence
report wherethe accused displays alackof
acceptanceofresponsibility for the offence and
apparent remorselessness. The Crown also says
that thereislittle or no supervisionin the
community of Gametiand no police and the

offender, by his conduct and his attitude towards



25 what transpired here, continues to pose ariskto
26 society.

27 The defence argues that an appropriate
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1 disposition in this case would be a conditional
2 sentencegiven the favourable input from his
3 parents, hisemployer, and the Gameti Band, and

4 whathe had hoped would be a positive
5 pre-sentencereport. I would pauseto
6 acknowledge that defence counsel has himself

7 acknowledged that the pre-sentence report

8 contains some troubling revelations about

9 Mr. Wedawin's attitude towards this offence.

10 The defence also cites Mr. Wedawin's age,

11 his immaturity, the fact that this was a first

12 offence, and the fact that he has seemingly been
13 a model citizen sincehe hasbeen confined to the
14 community of Gameti, pursuant to the terms ofhis
15 recognizance, as mitigating factors. He also

16 saysthatthereisno victim'simpact statement
17 in this case and as a result asks the Court to

18 infer that the victim is not vengeful and further

19 infer that she was not traumatized or traumatized
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to a great degreeby this offence.

In any sentencingthe Court hasto take into
account the sentencing principles that are set
outinthe Criminal Code, the circumstances of
the person who isbeing sentenced, the impact
upon the victim, and the circumstances ofthe
offence committed.

Sentencingis a very individualized process.
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Many things mustbe taken into account and
balanced and itisnot an easy thingto do
becauseinevery casethereare many things to
considerand many competing factors,and this is
certainly one ofthosecases.

I will speakfirst about the sentencing
principlesthatare set outinthe Criminal Code
and to which counsel have alluded in their
submissions. I am not going to read all ofthe

applicablesections butitisimportantto cite
some of them as they do provide the legal
framework for the decision that the Courthasto
make.

The purpose of sentencing is set outin
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Section 718 ofthe Code. Itreadsasfollows:
The fundamental purposes ofsentencingisto
contribute,along with crime prevention
initiatives, to respectfor the law and the
maintenance ofajust, peaceful and safe society
by imposing just sanctions that have oneor more
of the following objectives:
(a) to denounceunlawful conduct;
(b) to deter the offenderand others from
committing offences;
(c)to separate offenders from society where
necessary;

(d) to assistin rehabilitating offenders,
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(e) to provide reparations for harm doneto
victims or to the community; and
(f) to promote a sense of responsibility in
offenders, and an acknowledgment ofharm
done to the victims and the community.
Anotherfundamental principle is set out in
Section718.1. Itsays:
A sentence must be proportionateto

the gravity ofthe offenceand the



10 degree ofresponsibility ofthe

11 offender.

12 Section 718.01 states:

13 When a Courtimposes asentencefor
14 an offence thatinvolves the abuse

15 of apersonunderthe age of

16 eighteen years, it shall give

17 primary consideration to the

18 principles and objectives of

19 denunciation and deterrence ofsuch
20 conduct.

21 Unless the victim isunder the age 0f18,
22 the Court does notrequire as its primary the
23 objective ofdeterrenceand denunciation.
24 Section718.2setsout anumber of

25 principles. Theydo not all apply in this case
26 but onesthatshould be considered are:

27 (a) that a sentence should be
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1 increased orreduced to accountfor
2 any relevant aggravatingor
3 mitigating circumstances;

4 (b) a sentence should be similar to
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sentences imposed on similar
offenders for similar offences
committed in similar circumstances.

Anotherimportant principle alluded to or
referenced by defence counsel is that all
availablesanctions other than imprisonment that
are reasonablein the circumstances should be
considered for all offenders with particular
attention to the circumstancesofaboriginal
offenders. I willhave more to say about that
principle ina moment.

These are principlesin the legal framework
under which I must operatetoday in attempting to
decide what a fit sentence is for this offender
for this crime.

A pre-sentence report was prepared in this
case where the accused was 18 years old at the
time ofthe offence and as ofthat date had no
criminal record.

Atthetime ofthe offence, the accused was
aboarderinthe home ofthe victim and was going
toschoolin Grade 12 in Behchoko. Subsequent to

being charged with the offence ofsexual assault,
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the accused dropped out ofschool and still needs
eight coursesin orderto matriculate, something
he wantsto do at some point. Since April of
2009, hehasbeenworkingasalabourer doing
constructionin Gametiand earns anetincome of
approximately $2400 per month. But for a brief
hiatusto attend high school in Behchoko, the
accused has spent his entirelife in Gameti. He
lives with his parents and has two sisters and
two brothers. Itisreported that the Wedawin
home s a relatively stableone, absent drinking
orviolence, and one where the children are cared
for, nurtured, and loved. The father ofthe
accused has worked in one ofthe diamond mines
for several years now,which hasno doubt
enhanced the family's standard ofliving but
meant that he spent half ofhis life away from
his wife and children. The family is close and
supportiveofone another. Cecilia Wedawin, the
mother ofthe accused, reports that Rickyisa
hard worker and when his father leaves for work
he has alwaysbeen willing to help out with the
children and the bills and both grandmothers.
When the father needed surgery on his hands,
Ricky larged assumed his responsibility during
his recovery. The accused has said that his

Tlicho cultureisimportant to him and that he



Official Court Reporters 6

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

participatesin any cultural activity that he

can. Forleisure activities, he likes to spend

time with his family and play video games with

his friends and his youngest brother. He would
like to finish Grade 12 but cites no plans for

the future after that. Inhis family existence,

Mr. Wedawin has not been exposed to the excesses
of alcohol consumption or been the victim ofor
been witness to violenceor abuse.

Since being arrestedon the chargebefore
Court, the accused hasbeeninbreach ofhis
undertaking or recognizance on four occasions as
aresult ofdrinking or breach ofthe curfew
provisioninhisundertaking and was sentencedto
pay finesinthree cases and tendaysinjailon
another case. These breaches are ofsome concern
to the Courtbutit is noted that since October
23rd of2007, the accusedhasnotbeenin
violation ofhisrecognizance and has apparently

beenofgoodbehaviour.

But I nowturnto the issue of Mr. Wedawin's

attitude towards this offence.

While there are some small indications of
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regret from the accused, his attitude to what has
happened canbe summed up in the following

passage in the pre-sentencereport:

Ricky maintains that he did not
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sexually assault the victim but does
admit that he may have physically
assaulted her. He has not taken any
responsibility for his actions with

regards to the sexual assault.

The following exerpts are more illuminating:

Ricky isadamant ofhis innocence
and stated Tfeelresponsiblefor
the physical assault but notthe
sexual assault'. Ricky doesnot
take any responsibility for his
current offence and openly blames
the victim and the jury for his
conviction. Ricky stated 'thisis
the victim's fault because she gave
me liquor. Iwasonly 18 atthe
time'. He also expressed anger when

discussing the Court proceedings and
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stated'during Court all the

evidencewas onmy side. It'sthe

jury'sfault because two ofthem

were onthe victim's side from the

beginning'.

He remembers drinking with the victim and
his friends but said in his evidencethe next
thing he remembered was waking up the next

morning. When asked at trialhowhe could be
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sure nothing happened due to him being unable to
remember, Ricky stated "my friends were there and
they said nothing happened except we were arguing
becausel had broughtfriends over".

Asforremorse or compassion for the victim,
he said that he knew Court and testifying was
hard for her and he would apologize to her ifhe
weren'tona Court order notto communicate with
her. Inthe same breath and inglaring

contradiction, however, he said "I hate the
victim now becauseshe falsely charged me".
These aspects ofthe pre-sentencereportare

very troubling to say the least.



14 I nowturnto the facts ofthis case.

15 To have found Mr. Wedawin guilty, the jury

16 had to accept the evidence ofthe victim and in

17 my view that was a sound conclusion. I do not

18 thinkthe jury'sverdict northe evidence leave

19 much room for ambiguity but out ofan abundance
20 ofcautionIdo find that the events unfolded in

21 the manner described by the complainant with some
22 exceptions.

23 The jury was not required to find that all

24 of the victim's evidence was reliable. Certainly

25 the weight of the evidence pointed to the victim

26 being highly intoxicatedand havingno

27 recollection ofwhen she returned home, ofwho
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1 wasin the house ofhaving given somebeerand
2 possibly a "mickey"ofvodkato the accused,and
3 of theintense and violent verbal and perhaps

4 physical confrontation she had with the accused
5 which was disclosed in the evidenceby the tape
6 onthevoicemail ofherson.

7 However, the jury would have acceptedthe

8 Crown's theory of what happened; namely, thatthe



9 victim was asleep when awakened by Ricky Wedawin
10 who was sexually assaulting her in the manner she
11 described. She testified thatthe accused held
12 her armsbehind her head and that he had his knee
13 in her right thigh area and that he tore her
14 pants. She said that she tried to stop him by
15 struggling and that she tried talking to him. At

16 one point she said he told her to shut up and

17 slapped her across the face. She said he wason
18 top ofher and felt his penisin her groin area.
19 During the course ofthis assault, she suffereda
20 number ofbruises and what she described asa
21 hickey onher neckwherehe was sucking on her.
22 Eventually she says she was able to hit him or

23 push him and he fell backinto arocking chair

24 and remained still at which point she quickly

25 changed her pants and ranbarefoot to Louisa
26 Smith's houseless than ablock away, arriving
27 there at approximately 7 a.m. Both the victim
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1 and Louisa Smith testified that when she arrived
2 she said "Ricky's trying to rape me"and the

3 victim added "I don't think he knows what he is
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doing, I thinkhe's ondrug (sic) I said".

For his part, the accused testified thathe
was drunk at the time thishappened. Thereis
ample evidence to support his contention in this
regard. He went onto say thathe blacked out
and did not remember the verbal confrontation
with the victim that was captured on the
voicemail ofthe victim's son and wife or have
any recollection ofhaving sexually assaulted the
victim.

Whether his memory inthisregardisreal or
contrived is of no particular import since
self-induced intoxication hereisnot a defence
and not a mitigating factor. However, I feel
compelled to address the continuing assertions of
the accused that he did not commit this offence

and how he is sure that he did not.

The accusedwas presentthroughoutthe trial
and heard what all of the witnesses had to say.
He had to have heard Constable MacLellan testify
that he noted Ricky Wedawin was highly
intoxicated at the time that he gave him and
Colin Rabesca aride onthe night ofthe offence

at 3:45 a.m. Mr. Wedawin can blame the victim
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for giving him alcoholifhe wishes but he was
already intoxicated and he had a choice asto
whether he continued drinking or stopped for the
night. No one forced the alcohol down his
throat.

He would also have heard his friends testify
thatindeed an argument did eruptbetween him and
the victim. Butthey also said they left before
itgotit overly heated or physical. Certainly

they did not describe anything like the violent
argument and crashing sounds we heard on the
voicemail taperecording. Mr. Wedawin himself
had no recollection ofthisargumentor anything
like the confrontation heard on the voicemail
tape. He had blacked out and agreed with
cross-examining counsel that he remembered
nothingthat happened after that until he woke up
the next morning. He was asked during
cross-examination:

"Youwill agree with me thatyou

don't know what happened, you could

have assaulted her when you blacked

out,am I right?"
The accused replied "I don't think so". When
asked why he said that, his responsewas

'because I didn't felt like I did this".
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Fromthe evidence, it was open to the jury
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to conclude that averbal and quite possibly
physical fight broke out between Mr. Wedawin and
the victim at approximately 4:15a.m. and it
escalated and continued past 4:28, the time of
the second voicemail recording, and that some
time after the victim went to sleep in the
livingroom. While she hasno recollection ofthe
verbal argument, she recalled with some
specificity being awakened when, as she said,
"Ricky jumped me" and she was sexually assaulted.
She recalls pushing him offand him appearing to
be unconscious, and changing herpants and
running to her neighbour'shouse. The neighbour
testified that the victim appeared in a highly
emotional state ather door at 7 a.m., so there
was a period ofapproximately two and a half
hourswhenthere were no voicemail tapes or
witnesses to corroborate what transpired. The
jury would havebelieved the victim's testimony
and found it to be reliable with respect to these

events and would have found the neighbour's



22 testimony reliable with respect to time and

23 regarding the victim's physical and emotional

24 states. Mr. Wedawin was blacked out and does not
25 remember. He has no explanation for why he did
26 not commit the offence excepthe felt that he

27 didn't do it. It isthe view ofthis Court that
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1 the sooner Mr. Wedawin takes responsibility for
2 this offence, the better it willbe for him
3 regardless ofhowhard itisto cope with the

4 responsibility ofhaving donesomething that

5 seems so completely out ofcharacter.

6 One of the tragic side-effects ofthe

7 excessiveabuse and consumption ofalcoholis
8 that people blackout and can't remember what

9 they did. And often what they do seems totally
10 outofcharacter,senseless, and destructivewhen
11 they assess their actions when sober in the clear
12 light of day. Mr. Wedawin, and the facts of this
13 case, are notunique in thisregard in the

14 Northwest Territories. Thisisa story thatis

15 oftenheard by the Court; namely, "I wouldn't

16 have done thisifI had beensober". However,



17 the offender wasnot sober and considerable harm

18 and a crime against the state and the community
19 was committed and this calls for a sentence which
20 reflects the gravity ofthis crime.

21 No victim'simpactstatementhas been filed

22 in this case but from my close observations of

23 the victim in the courtroom, it is evident that

24 this assault did have a traumatizing effect on

25 her that she has not entirely overcome. She was

26 an embarrassed victim and a reluctant witness and
27 she has declined to complete and file a victim's
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1 impact statement. I note she faltered on the
2 witness stand on two occasions and on others
3 displayed feelingsofanger and a sense of

4 disbeliefand betrayal. She told the probation

5 officer who prepared the pre-sentence report that
6 sheis trying to forget what happened. Hopefully
7 now that this case hasbeen concluded, she will

8 be able to put these events behind her.

9 I want to now returnto one ofthe

10 sentencing principles that I referred to earlier

11 which is engaged because Mr. Wedawin is an
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aboriginal person.

The provision in question, which is
paragraph (e) of Section 718.2 ofthe Code, was
interpretedand analyzed by the Supreme Court of
Canada and thatinterpretationis binding on all
Courtsin Canada. Itwas interpretedto bea
remedial provision,arecognition by Parliament
that aboriginal people areoverrepresented in our
jails. The Supreme Court found that this section
directs all Courts to recognize that many
aboriginal peoplehave faced systemic problems
that have contributed to their overrepresentation
in jails and that the provision creates a duty
for sentencing Courtsin all cases. This duty is
to approach sentencing differently when dealing

with an aboriginal offender, an approach that
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takesinto account someofthe systemicfactors
thathave placed many aboriginal peoplein
difficult conditions and have contributed to them
coming into conflictwith the law. Italso
requires the Court to examine the types of

procedures or sanctions thatmight be most
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appropriateinlight ofa person'saboriginal
heritage and, in some cases, it might meanamore
restorative approach to sentencing. Thisisa
different analysis thatmust be undertaken both
in deciding the typeofsentence that will be
imposed, thatis ajail termor notajail term,
onhowlongthe sentence will be.

The Supreme Court of Canada hasalso
recognized what this section does not mean. It
doesnotmean that the fact that an offenderis
ofaboriginal descentisinitselfa mitigating
factor. Itdoesnot meanthat sentences imposed

onaboriginal persons will necessarily be more
lenient or different than the sentencethat would
be imposed on anon-aboriginal person for the
same crime. Infact, the SupremeCourtofCanada
has specifically said that the more serious or
violent an offence, the lesslikely it is that

the ultimate result is going to be different.

I have not heard evidenceor submissions
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about any systemic challenges that Mr. Wedawin
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hasfaced asan aboriginal person. Andinfact,
if anything, Mr. Wedawin has grown up in a stable
home in a small community withoutthe ravages of
alcoholand hasnotbeen abused or a witness to
violence. ButIdid read thathe feelsthat he
only getsviolent when he drinks and blacks out.
His parents are supportive ofhim, as is his
employerand former Chief Henry Gon who submitted
a letter ofreference while asserting that young
people from Gameti, including Ricky Wedawin, who
go to high schoolin placeslike Behchoko get
framed and convicted for crimes they don't
commit. That partof Mr. Gon's submission is
lessthan helpful. There is nothingbefore the
Court, by way ofevidence orsubmissions, to
assistin understanding why Mr. Wedawin committed
this offence otherthan he washeavily
intoxicated and there is no reason to treat this
offenderin a manner that is different or
markedly so than any otheroffenderbecause of
his aboriginal heritage.
The offence of sexual assault is punishable
by uptotenyearsinjail. Fewcasescall for
the maximum sentence to be imposed and thisis
notone ofthem. Inlaw, sexual assault can

cover awide range ofbehaviour from simple
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touching to sexual intercourse. The duty ofthe
Courtis, amongother things, to imposea
sentence thatisreflectiveofthe gravity ofthe
crime. While there isno hard rule or minimal
sentence per se, the general rule is that in
serious cases of sexual assault a significant
term ofimprisonment, usually in excess oftwo
years, is appropriate. The Courtsthenlookto
the factsin the case to identify any aggravating

or mitigating factorsin order to arrive at a fit
sentence.

There is no evidence that intercourse
occurred in this case or even digital
penetration. There ishoweverevidencethat
intercourse was perhaps attempted since the
victim testified that she felt his penis on what
she pointed to her asher upper left thigh area
near her groin. While all cases ofsexual
assaultare serious,I would not characterize

this sexual assaultas being on the most serious
end of the scale.

The accused, as he was entitled to do, was
tried by aJudge and ajury after a preliminary
inquiry. The victim was required to testify

twice. Thisis notan aggravating feature but



26 the accused obviously does not get the benefit of

27 mitigation of sentence in the circumstances of
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1 having pleaded guilty.
2 Again, while not an aggravating factor, the
3 lackof acceptance for his conduct and his great

4 hostility towards the victim and the jury, and

5 his lack of insight into these events, deprive

6 the offender ofthe Court's considering his

7 future prospects as positive and something that
8 could mitigate his sentence. I would observe

9 that his attitude isindicative to me that this

10 offender still constitutes a measure ofriskto

11 the community and he will continueto do so until
12 he acceptsresponsibility for his actions and the
13 consequences which flow from thoseactions.

14 The Crown has suggested that Mr. Wedawin is
15 in breach oftrustinrelation to the victim but

16 the jury need nothavemade that findingin order
17 to convictand in my view the evidence ofthisis
18 neutral at worst and tends to favourthe accused

19 to the extent thatlegally, atleast, he would

20 have had everyright to beinthe victim's home
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onthe night in question since he wasahome
boardertherewhose rent was being paid by the
Tlicho government. He may have been in the habit
of spending his weekends elsewhere, and the
victim may have considered weekends as her time
alone, but according to the home boarding

agreement,therewas no limitations with respect
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to the presenceofthe accused on weekends and
the victim's son who lived at thishome for a
period oftime testified that he would often see
Ricky at the house on weekends. So thisis not
an aggravating factor.
The only mitigating factors thatI can
identify are the age ofthe offender, the fact
thathe had no criminal record at the time ofthe
offence, and that he hasthe support ofhis
parents, employer, and the former Chiefof
Gameti.
Many Judges before me havecommented on the
prevalence ofthistypeofcrime inthe Northwest
Territories. Itcanbe characterized as epidemic

given the frequency ofthese offences. Courts of
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the Northwest Territories havealmostinvariably
said that the principles of sentencing requiring
emphasisinthese case are denunciation,
deterrence, and protection ofthe public.
Sentences involving significant periods of
incarceration havebeen meted out to offenders
consistently for many years and yetthese
offences continue. AsI havesaid onother
occasions, something more isrequired to alter or
affect thiskind of behaviour. Communityleaders
must discuss this issue openly with constituents

and residents and condemn this conduct which
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violates and invades the bodily integrity of
womenyoungand old. Itisonly whenthe
community as a whole is prepared to send the
message that anyonewho commits a sexual assault
will havelost all respectand earn the community
censure that the prevalenceofthis type of

offence might decrease. And avery very strong
message also needs to be sent to the effect that
consumption ofalcohol to the pointofblacking

outisnothingbuta recipe for disaster.
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Counselhave provided the Courtwith a

number ofauthorities and I thank them for having
doneso. Iwillnotreferto any ofthem

directly or in detail. I will say that Courtsin

the past have meted out conditional sentences in
cases where therewere most often young adult
offenders with minor or no criminal records and
where there are anumberofcompelling and
mitigating circumstances and wherethe prospects
for rehabilitation were high and the accused was
deemed to pose no riskto the community. Courts
have also said that conditional sentences are not
the norm and they are inappropriate where a
serious sexual assault, as here, has occurred and
where there may be somemitigating circumstances
but they are not sufficiently compelling to

outweigh the requirement for a sentencethat
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emphasizes deterrence and denunciation and takes
into account the fact that the accused is a risk
to reoffend.

I haveread and [ have heardthe submissions

of defence counsel. I would like to commend him
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onthe effortsthat he has put forth not only at
the trial but in this sentencing proceeding on
behalfof his client Mr. Wedawin. However, I
havebalanced, asI amrequired to do, all ofthe
factorsI havereferred toinaneffortto arrive
at a sentence thatis appropriate in all the
circumstances and have concludedthat a
conditional sentence would not serve the ends of
justicein this case but, rather, a somewhat
shorter term ofincarceration where the accused
canreceive counselling and perhaps gain some
insight into what has transpired here and work
towards the completion ofhis Grade 12 education
would be appropriate.
Please stand, Mr. Wedawin.
For the offence of sexual assault in this
case, I sentence youto aterm ofimprisonment of
18 monthsto be followedby a period of probation
of two years.
The terms ofyour probation are:
1. Thatyou are keep the peaceand be of

good behaviour.
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2. Youareto report to the Courtifand

whenrequiredto do so.

3. Youaretobeunderthe supervision ofa
probation officer.

4. Youaretoreport to the probation

officer within 72 hours ofyour releaseand
continue reporting to the probation officer as
and when directed.

5. Youare to abstain absolutely from the
consumption ofor possession ofalcohol or drugs

or any other intoxicating substances.

6. For the first six months after your
release,youareto livein the community of
Gameti and pursue gainful employment and you
shallnotleave the community during the six
month period without leave ofthis Court.

7. Whileyou are incarcerated and during the
term ofyour probation, youshall refrain from
communicating with the victim or any ofher
family members.

Do youunderstand that, Mr. Wedawin?

THE ACCUSED: Yes.
THE COURT: Youmay sitdown.

Giventhat Mr. Wedawin has been gainfully
employed, I order that heisto pay avictim

surchargeof $100 within 30 days oftoday's date.

In addition, there willbe an order
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requiring the accused to provide a sample for DNA
analysis and submission to the DNA databank
pursuant to Section 487.051 ofthe Criminal Code.
Andthere willbe an order that Mr. Wedawin
comply with the provision ofthe Sexual Offender
Information Registration Act for the designated
period of20 years pursuant to Section 487.012 of
the Criminal Code.
Third, I make an order under the mandatory
provisions of Section 109 ofthe Code prohibiting
the accused from having in his possession any
firearms, ammunition, or explosives for a period
of nolessthantenyearsfromthe date ofhis
release from his sentence ofimprisonment ending
tenyears after that date.
This was not addressed during submissions.
Mr. Latimer, are you asking that the accused be
allowed to carry firearms,an ex ception be made
for subsistencehunting?
MR. LATIMER: Yes,Iam, YourHonour.
THE COURT: Is the Crown disagreeing with
thator have any positionto take onthat?

MS. ANDREWS: No position, Your Honour.
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MR. LATIMER: Thank you, Your Honour.
THE COURT: The Court will order then that
Mr. Wedawin be allowed to possess a firearm for

the purpose ofsubsistence hunting pursuant to
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Section 110 ofthe Criminal Code.
Exhibits? You asked that the exhibitsbe
destroyed afterthe appeal period has elapsed,

Ms. Andrews?

MS. ANDREWS: Yes,YourHonour.
MR. LATIMER: No objection.
THE COURT: Allright, the exhibits can be

destroyed -- would you prefertheybe returned to
the RCMP who are at liberty to destroy the
exhibits?

MS. ANDREWS: That sounds like a good idea,
if they could please be returned to the RCMP.

THE COURT: The exhibits shall be returned
to the RCMP at the expiration ofthe appeal
period.

Isthere anything else, counsel?
MS. ANDREWS: Not from the Crown, Your

Honour.



19 MR. LATIMER: No, YourHonour.

20 THE COURT: Mr. Wedawin, this has all been
21 very unfortunate. Your counsel has said thatyou
22 lackinsight, maturity,and in doing so he has, I

23 think, fairly characterized yourapproach to this
24 matter. I hope sincerely that you are able to

25 sortthrough yourdifficulties and put them in
26 perspective, serve your sentence, and go backto

27 your parents. By all reports you have a
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1 wonderful family and you can havea wonderful
2 future ahead ofyou. And I would encourageyou

3 to acceptresponsibility for what happened here

4 and to get the most out of your experience while
5 you are incarcerated and I think, Mr. Wedawin,

6 deep downyouareagood person. And I wishyou
7 well.

8 Thank you, and I would like to thank the

9 court staff. Courtwillbe closed.
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13 Certified to be a true and

accuratetranscript pursuant



14 to Rules 723and 724 ofthe
Supreme Court Rules,
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Court Reporter
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