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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRI TORI ES

IN THE MATTER OF:

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

PETER TURNER

Transcript of the Reasons for Sentence by The Honourabl e
Justice J.E. Richard, at Yellowknife in the Northwest

Territories, on Novenber 15th A D., 2006.

APPEARANCES:
M. B. Hubl ey: Counsel for the Crown
M. J. Mhon: Counsel for the Accused

Charge under s. 5(1) Controlled Drugs and Substances Act
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THE COURT: The of fender before the Court,

Peter Turner, is a 22-year-old Metis man who grew
up here in Yellowknife. He is convicted of
trafficking in cocaine and possession of a

prohi bited weapon and, today, he is to be
sentenced for these crines.

The circunstances of this case indicate that
M. Turner was engaged as a drug dealer in
Yel | owkni fe prior to Decenber 1st, 2005, although
| enphasize that it is solely for the Decenber
1st, 2005 transaction that he is being sentenced
t oday.

The police had information that M. Turner
was so engaged and that his nodus operandi was to
receive a tel ephone call on his cell phone and
arrange a transaction. A police officer
accordingly placed a call to M. Turner at the
speci fic cell phone nunber which the police had
| earned of during their investigation. In the
t el ephone conversation, M. Turner agreed to sel
the police officer one gram of crack cocaine for
$130 and to nmeet himshortly thereafter at a
specific location in Yellowknife.

VWen the police officer met M. Turner at
the designated | ocation, he arrested himand
charged himwi th trafficking in cocaine. A

search of M. Turner's person incidental to the
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arrest uncovered a sw tchblade which is a
prohi bi ted weapon under the Crimnal Code and

M. Turner, as a result, also stands convicted of
illegal possession of a prohibited weapon
contrary to Section 91(2) of the Crininal Code.
At the commencenent of his trial, he pleaded
guilty to the weapons of fence.

The illegal trade in cocaine and crack
cocaine in Yellowkni fe has had a devastating
effect on the people and on the social life of
our comunity. W know this because of the many
cases that come before the Courts where we see
the snowball effect on the commission of crines
inthis coomunity. W see thefts, B&Es,
assaul ts, donmestic violence, and we have seen
hom cides - all related to cocaine addiction. W
have seen broken families. W have seen
destroyed lives.

It has been said many times in this
courtroomthat the illegal cocaine trade is |ike
a plague which has infested the social fabric of
our comunity. Those who are involved in the
supply and sale and trafficking of cocaine are
like vultures or predators who are preying upon
t hose weak nenbers of the community who are
addicted to this drug. The traffickers are doing

this presumably for profit, or noney. They,
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apparently, have no scrupl es about preying upon
vul nerabl e people. For this reason alone, they
ought to be punished. They are doing so even

t hough there is a risk that they will end up in
jail for a substantial period of tine.

I cannot believe that a young person |ike
Peter Turner, growing up here in his hone
conmuni ty of Yellowknife, would not know that
this Court is not lenient when it conmes to
sentencing drug traffickers in Yell owknife. He
had to know that a neaningful jail termis the
price to pay when you get caught. | believe it
is a fair assunption, then, that he took the risk
anyway and now today he has to pay the price.
And although it is alnobst a year after the fact,
it seems fromthe words of defence counsel on
M. Turner's behalf this norning, and from
M. Turner's own words this norning, that Peter
Turner now realizes that he has to accept
responsibility for what he has done.

As this Court stated in a very sinmilar case,
R v. Chanberlin,

In accordance with Parlianment's

direction that the Court, inits

sent enci ng deci sions, strive for

respect for the law and for the

mai nt enance of a peaceful and safe
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comunity, the Courts of this

jurisdiction have | ong taken the

position that absent special

ci rcunst ances, a conviction for

unl awful trafficking in cocaine wll

result in a meaningful jail term

This has been felt to be necessary

with a viewto deterrence and al so

to denounce the continui ng harmthat

is done to victins and to this

conmunity."

Counsel have themselves referred to earlier
sent enci ng decisions of this Court, sonme of which

have a nunber of simlarities with the present

case. In some of those cases, the offenders were
young; like Peter Turner. 1In sone of those

cases, the offender had no crimnal record; |ike
Peter Turner. In some of the cocaine trafficking

cases that have come before this Court, the

of fender has pleaded guilty at an early
opportunity; unlike Peter Turner. In some of the
cases, there was nore than one trafficking
transaction; unlike Peter Turner's case which

i nvol ves one trafficking incident only. Al of
this is to say that each sentencing disposition
is different and is dependent on specific

circunst ances of the offence and of the offender
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However the Court nust, because of the preval ence
of this crinme in this comunity, have specific
regard to the inportant sentencing principle of
parity so that, generally speaking, simlar
sentences are inmposed on simlar offenders for
simlar offences. It is for that reason, anobng
others, that a conditional sentence is not
available to Peter Turner in this case.

Wthout repeating what this Court said in
Greenl and, in Basson, and in Chanberlin, | adopt
t hose reasons for deciding that a conditiona
sentence is not available to Peter Turner in the
particul ar circunstances of this offence of
trafficking in cocaine in Yellowknife in
Decenber 2005.

Dealing briefly with the other offence,
possession of a switchblade, | have very little
hel pful evidence as to the full circunstances of
this crine.

During the trial, the police officer stated
that Peter Turner had this sw tchblade on his
person at the time of his arrest on the drug
of fence. There is no evidence on which | can
infer that Peter Turner intended to use this
switchblade in the course of his drug trafficking
enterprise. Al so, there is no evidence of any

ot her reason why he would be in possession of a
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swi t chbl ade on his person, at mdnight, on the
streets of Yellowknife in Decenber 2005
Accordingly, | will treat the weapon offence as a
st and- al one of fence, unrelated to the drug

of f ence.

Pl ease stand, M. Turner.

Peter Turner, for the crinmes that you have
comm tted, on Count 1, trafficking in cocaine,
the sentence of this Court is that you be
i nprisoned for a period of 11 nonths. On Count
2, unl awful possession of a prohibited weapon,
the sentence is one nobnth consecutive.

In addition, there will be the mandatory
Section 109 firearnms prohibition order for a
period of ten years. |In the circunstances, there
will be no VictimFine surcharge.

You may sit.

Anything further on this case, counsel?
HUBLEY: Yes, if we may have an order
for the disposition of the exhibits that are

before the Court, that being the cellphone and

the weapon. | believe that the weapon will be

forfeited to Her Majesty pursuant to, | believe
it is 117.

COURT: Any subni ssions, M. Mhon?

MAHON: I[f | may just have a nonent,
Your Honour, to look at the section. It would
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seem given the findings of the Court, | believe
it was Section 16 of the CDSA, | would agree with
ny friend that the prohibited weapon be forfeit
and the CDSA makes a sinilar reference with
respect to | think forfeiture of property under
Section 16 of the CDSA and | woul d expect the two
cel | phones in question would be thus forfeited.
So | don't have any opposi ng conments.

COURT: The order will issue on the

exhibits as requested by the Crown. M. Hubl ey,

you wi Il prepare the order.

HUBLEY: Thank you.

COURT: Anyt hi ng further?

MAHON: I have nothing further before

the Court, thank you, Your Honour.
COURT: Thank you, we will close

Court.

Certified to be a true and

accurate transcript pursuant
to Rules 723 and 724 of the
Suprenme Court Rul es,

Lois Hewitt, CSR(A), RPR CRR
Court Reporter

Court Reporters 7



