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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRI TORI ES

IN THE MATTER OF:
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TONY RADDI

Transcri pt of the Reasons for Sentence (Oral) delivered by
The Honourabl e Deputy Justice V. Quellette, in Tuktoyaktuk,

in the Northwest Territories, on the 14th day of March,

A.D. 2006.
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Pursuant to Section 486 of the Crim nal Code
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THE COURT: I find sentencing to be one of

most difficult parts of this job actually. In
doing that, | have to take into account the
provi sions of the Crimnal Code and the
provi sions of Sections 718 and 718.2. It is
al ways a bal ance - trying to bal ance genera
deterrence, personal deterrence, and denunciation
general ly.

| do think that there are some aggravating
circumst ances, but there are also sone nitigating
circunstances in this case.

The aggravating circumstances:
Unfortunately, | think M. Raddi probably is
aware now, and M. Brydon was very fair in
sayi ng, that when he drinks too much and drinks
to excess he does things he should not do. This
i s another one of those exanpl es where
sel f-control and self-inhibitions are just gone
because of al cohol consunption. People do things
that they should not do and they are wong, and
they affect other people in very bad ways, as has
happened to Allison Raddi in this case. But one
also has to look at, as | call it, the big
pi cture.

| do accept, M. Gates, the range that has
been outlined by the Suprenme Court of the

Nort hwest Territories, and | amsitting as a
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justice of the Supreme Court of the Northwest
Territories. Wth that range of two years to
three years, | do note in reviewi ng the case -
and maybe | read it a little too quickly - but we
were dealing with in that case the invitation of
an ol der gentleman, 42, of this 15-year-old girl
to his 18-year-old son's birthday party,
suggesting to her when she is intoxicated to go
into the bedroom and sl eep, and he then took
advantage of her. It was also found that he was
i ntoxi cated also. But the facts in that case
were | think a little nore aggravating than they
are in this case in that sense when you are
tal ki ng about a 15-year-old girl, and you are
al so tal king what seens to be potentially a nore
pl anned and deli berate act.

| am satisfied, and nmaybe | am over st eppi ng,
but | did take the opportunity to read the
st at ement which was provided to Constable Vall ee,
and | think M. Brydon hit the nail on the head
when he said it has taken M. Raddi some time to

come to his journey. Because in there, right at

the end is where he tells Constable Vallee: "You
know, | accept it because if she said | didit,
then | must have done it." | think that is the

nost telling thing that | have read today, is

that I do not think he actually remenbers the

Court Reporters
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i nci dent al though he is accepting it and he is
doing that with his guilty plea. So I think that
is a factor to take into account.

M. Gates, you are right, you cannot give
too nmuch credit when somebody enters a guilty
pl ea at the beginning of the jury selection but
there still has to be sonme credit given. | think
in a community such as Tuktoyaktuk where
everybody knows everybody and when peopl e get
their notices to serve on the jury, they know who
the accused is, they know who the alleged victim
is, and they al so know what the alleged crine is.
I think that in a | ot of ways where you can avoid
having a community divide itself on deciding
whet her or not M. Raddi would have been found
guilty or not | think is a factor that he has to
be given credit for, that he did not put the
conmuni ty through that and, nore inportantly, he
did not put Allison Raddi, his sister, in such an
awkward and difficult position to divide the
famly. So | do give him probably nore credit
than you would, M. Gates, for that guilty plea
because | think it is inportant as a healing
process also for himand for the famly

As far as his record, | would have been with
you all the way, M. Gates, if he had sought a

conditional sentence in |ight of the subsequent
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breaches because that woul d have shown that he
was not very amenable to follow ng conditions, so

t hat probably would not have happened even if

request ed.
As far as the other offences, | am naybe
going too far. If | amhearing from M. Brydon

correctly, the assaults and the assaults causing
are al cohol-related in some way in his previous
record. But the nost jail he has done is five
nonths. So that tells ne that the assault
causi ng was serious enough but maybe it was not
at the real bad end of the spectrum That al so

woul d have disqualified himfor a conditiona

sent ence.
| am sure M. Raddi knows that jail is not a
pi ece of cake. It is very difficult. It is

probably even nore difficult on sonebody who
conmes froma conmunity such as Tuktoyaktuk going
into a nore general environment. The
difficulties that he has wi th al cohol

| am satisfied that, taking into account al
of the sentencing factors under the Crimna
Code, that the appropriate sentence is two years
injail.

M. Raddi, could you please stand. |
sentence you to two years in jail

| am putting on the record, and | would ask

Court Reporters
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that it be endorsed, Madam Clerk, that if at al
possi bl e your sentence, M. Raddi, will be served
in a correctional facility in the north,
specifically the North Slave Correctional Centre,
if possible; and if not possible, Fort Smith
whi ch | understand now from M. Brydon is a
satellite.

Can | just ask you, M. Raddi, another

guestion about the hunting. What do you hunt?

ACCUSED: Never hunt in the last couple
years.

COURT: Okay. You haven't?

ACCUSED: For the | ast couple of years
haven't.

COURT: VWhat do you usual ly hunt

t hough?

ACCUSED: In the springtinme, geese.
COURT: What ki nd of animal?
ACCUSED: Cari bou.

COURT: Ckay. When you hunt that

caribou, who gets to eat it?

ACCUSED: Famly. Family.

COURT: Okay. And obviously a gun is
necessary for hunting caribou

ACCUSED: Yes.

COURT: Thank you. Please be seated.

In all of these circunstances, | am al so

Court Reporters
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satisfied that it is appropriate to grant the
exenption that is allowed for under section 113
of the Criminal Code in relation to firearms
prohi bi tion.

I think when you are dealing with an
i ndi vi dual such as M. Raddi living off the I and
as he does, | think the hardship would far exceed
the benefit of prohibiting you in this case.
think it is inmportant that when he finishes
serving his tine that he provide for his famly
and his daughter, specifically his daughter, and
that he be allowed to provide for his daughter

There will be the nmandatory DNA. | forget
the section, Madam Clerk

I am al so satisfied that there not need be a
probation order that follows this. | have | ooked
at the probation order which was just granted in
January 2006 and it has all of what | believe to
be the necessary conditions. More specifically,
it is the last condition that | think is the best
one for you, M. Raddi, is that you are going to
take all the counselling that you are directed by
a probation officer in the area of al cohol use as
wel | as other counselling that is deened
necessary.

M. Raddi, this is what you need. You have

to figure out a way to stay away from al coho

Court Reporters



1 because bad thi ngs happen and you are paying a

2 big price by going to jail for tw years now

3 because of drinking too nmuch and doi ng things

4 that you should not do when you are drunk

5 M. CGates, have | forgotten anything?

6 MR. GATES: Vi ctim surcharge.

7 THE COURT: Wi ved.

8 MR, GATES: Crown is not seeking it, sir
9 THE COURT: It's waived.

10 | don't think -- M. Brydon, am | forgetting
11 anyt hi ng?

12 MR, BRYDON: I think we've gone down the
13 list. The SO RA order | take it you're not

14 maki ng?

15 THE COURT: No, | agree with M. Gates,
16 I"'mnot sure it even applies in this case.

17 Madam Cl erk, am | forgetting anything?

18 THE COURT CLERK: The I ength of the firearns

19 prohi bition?

20 MR, BRYDON: It's a ten-year prohibition
21 THE COURT: That's right. But with the
22 exenption to apply.

23 THE COURT CLERK: Yes, Your Honour

24 THE COURT: Yes, section 109 provides for
25 the m nimumten year on this offence.

26 Al right. M. Brydon, is this the only
27 copy of the probation order that your client has?

O ficial Court Reporters
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BRYDON: Yes. Perhaps --

COURT: I would like it to becone an
exhibit inthis, along with the case that was
cited by M. Gates. | think that should be
Exhi bit 2.

The record is Exhibit 1, Madam Clerk. The
case will be Exhibit 2. And I'd like the
probation order to be Exhibit 3.

EXH BIT S-2: CASE LAW- R v. KOLAUSOK

BRYDON: I'mjust asking the police,
they say they can make a photocopy of it.

COURT: I think it should be part of
the sentenci ng package. | do that because you're
ri ght when you tal k about precedent, but | think
each case is dealt with on its own facts and
merits. \Wen the whole picture is before us,
think there is no real negative effect on
precedent setting.

Al right, so the probation order which is
dated January 18th, 2006 will beconme Exhibit 3 on
sent ence.

EXHI BIT S-3: PROBATI ON ORDER DATED 18JAN2006

COURT: Is there anything further?
BRYDON: Not that | can speak of.
COURT: Are there any exhibits, Madam

Clerk, fromthe prelimnary inquiry?

COURT CLERK: | don't think so, no.
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MR, BRYDON

There were no exhibits at the

prelimnary inquiry.

MR, GATES:

THE COURT:

MR. GATES:

Lor d.

THE COURT:

Court Reporters

No exhibits, sir.
Not hi ng further?

No, thank you very nuch, MWy

We' re adjourned. Thank you.

Certified to be a true and
accurate transcript pursuant
to Rule 723 and 724 of the
Suprene Court Rules of Court.

Annette Wight, RPR, CSR(A)
Court Reporter



