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1 THE COURT: First of all, there will be an order
2 banning publication of the name of the victim in this
e ——
3 case.
4 Second, I want to thank both counsel for the
5 - manner in which they resolved this case, I think it is
6 commendable, and for their submissions as well.
7 Is Mr. Joseph Kochon still here?
8 Mr. Kochon, I am going to ask you to come forward
9 and sit up a little closer if you would, please,
10 because we are in a big hall and I want to make sure
11 that you hear what I have to say because I appreciated
iz your comments very much on behalf of the Community
13 Justice Committee of Colville Lake and I want you to
14 express to them, to the Chief and tovthe chairman of
15 your committee, my appreciation for the letter that
16 the& wrote and my encouragement for the good work that
17 they are trying to do in the community. I think it is
/18 very important.
19 There will be a transcript prepared of my remarks
20 and I will see to it personally that a copy of that
21 transcript is sent to your chairman so that perhaps
22 everybody in Colville Lake can understand the sentence
23 that I am about to impose on the accused and because I
24 hope that they will see it not just for this
25 particular case but perhaps for future cases.
26 Now, as far as the accused is concerned, Mr.
27 Kochon, I am going to speak directly to you because I
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want you to understand the reasons for the sentence

that I am about to impose because I think it is
important that you carry this with you so that you
don’t feel it is a step back in the progress that you
are trying to make in your community or with your
family. Because I think there are alot of good things
that you can do from here on in.

You have pleaded guilty to a charge of sexual
assault. Under our law, that charge carries a

potential maximum penalty of ten years in jail so it

is considered to be a very serious charge. But it is
a wide range of sentence that is possible because
there are different ways that this crime can be
committed.

In your case, I heard that back in early 1994 in
your home community of Colville Lake, you went into

the home of the victim where she was sleeping. You
tried to molest her and even though she tried to get

away from you and even though her father found you and
kicked you out of the house, you came back again later

on when she was asleep and that you molested her by

touching her body.

And that you tried to do other
things.

Fortunately it didn’t go any further than
that.

I understand that you were drunk at the time.

But *
being drunk is no excuse for acting like that.

You

were 30 years old at the time; this young girl was
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1 also very important, and that they care and worry
2 about getting a healing process going so that everyone
3 can deal with this and go on with their lives in a
4 healthy way. And I hope that continues.
5 But I find that afterjthinking about it that I
6 have no alternative but to send you to jail at least
7 for a short period of time. And I do this for three
8 reasons:
9 One, because you have to know and you have to
10 understand that if you ever hurt anyone else again in
11 the future that you are going to be taken away from
12 your community and your family for a very long time.
13 And I am sure that you do realize that and understand
14 that.
15 The othervreason why I do so is because other
16 people have to understand that these types of crimes
17 will be dealt with very seriqusly so that they never
18 do the same thing again. Beéause I am sure that you
19 will agree that no other young girl in your community
20 should ever be hurt again the way that this victim
21 was. So it has to be a message to others as well that
22 they should never do what you did.
23 And the third reason is simply because I can only
24 speak on behalf of everyone and say that this type of
25 crime is very serious and it has to be denounced. Do
26 you know what I mean by that?
27 THE ACCUSED: (nods in the affirmitive).
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THE COURT:

I have to send a message that says
that living in our society, in every community,
whether it is a smaller community like yours or a
larger community, whether it is a native community or
whether it’s a white community, doesn’t make any
difference, that this type of crime has to be stamped
out. Has to stop. And nobody in society, whoever
they are, condones this type of action especially when
you consider the difference of ages and the young age
of this victim.

But I also think that I can keep the time in
prison to the shortest time possible in accordance
with your lawyer’s submissions and combine that with a
period of time where you will be on probation, where I
will put some conditions on it and where I will look
to the assistance of the Community Justice Committee
to work with, to continue working, with you.

Because you are going to be out of jail in a short
time. It is not going to be a long period of time.
With parole, with time off, you will be released
before the end of your sentence and when you go back
to your community, I am going to have you on a
probation order where you are going to have to work
with the people in the local Justice Committee. And
perhaps this will be an opportunity for the local
Justice Committee to try and see how effective their

methods are. And also to see how well you can come
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1 back and contribute to your community again.
2 So I don’t want anybody to think, and I don’t want
3 you to think, that because I have to send you to jail
4 for this crime that tq§t should mean that all of your
5 good work, that all of your good effort shouild stop.
6 In fact, it should be what pushes you to make sure
7 that you continue to do good things from now on.
8 Because I think by now you realize that you never want
9 to go back to jail again. And after the sentence, I
10 hope that you never do.
11 And after this sentence, I hbpe that you and the
12 people in Colville Lake and the people in the
13 Community Justice Committee will work together, not
14 just to make sure that things go right for you from
15 now on, but so that you too can be part of that
16 community again and maybe even help other people
17 understand why this type of action, why these types of
18 crimes, have to be stopped. Maybe you too can take an
19 active part in teaching others in your community about
20 the dangers of alcohol abuse and the importance of
21 having a strong family life and a strong personal
22 life.
23 So that’s why I don’t want you to think, and I
24 don’t want anybody in your community to think, that I
25 didn’t listen carefully to what was said about you.
26 But I also want you to understand why I have no choice
27 but to send you to jail for this serious crime.
. OFFICIAL COURT REPORTERS 7
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1 Stand up please, Mr. Kochon. : 1 Under the circumstances, having regard to what has
2 I sentence you to serve six months in jail. 1In Q";F 2 been told to me, I decline to make an order under
3 addition to that, you will be on probation for a 7 3 Section 100 of the Cfiminal Code.
4 period of one year. The terms of that probation are B THE COURT: Is there anything further, counsel?
5 that you are to keep the pea;e and be of good ] 5 MR. MACDONALD: No, sir.
6 behaviour; that you are to participate in any programs | 6 MS. KAY: No, sir. }
7 as directed by the Community Justice Committee of 7 THE COURT: In addition, there will be no Victim | |
8 Colville Lake; that you are to abstain absolutely from s Fine surcharge under the circumstances. E
9 the consumption of alcohol or any other intoxicating & MR. MACDONALD: ~ Sir, Crown will file a formal stay in
10 liquors; that you are to stay away from the residence Y regard to Count 1. f : 5
11 of Georgina Oudzi; and that during your probation - 11 THE COURT: Thank you very much. The other !
12 period, you are to perform 200 hours of community : 12 charge, Mr. Kochon, has been stayed by the Crown so i; i
13 service work under the direction of the Community | 13 that should dispose of everything with respect to your ;
14 Justice Committee. Do you understand that, sir? ;: a L5 case. | !
15 THE ACCUSED: (nods in the affirmitive). 4 15 Thank you, counsel, we will adjourn until 9:30 §‘ il b
16 THE COURT: Now, I want to say to you, sincerely, , = tomorrow morning. i
17 that I hope you will not see this as a step back but 17 (AT WHICH TIME THIS SENTENCING CONCLUDED)
18 that gou will take the time to plan for the steps thaﬁ 18 Certified Pursuant to Practice Direction #20
19 you will take in the future. You have already taken 19 dated Dec§ybEr 28, 1987.
20 the first steps by recognizing what you need to do to 20 ;
21 overcome your past problems. Now think about what you 21 e 1
22 will do in the future for yourself and your family and 22 (\\”K// j//);Z%i ;{
23 the community. Don’t give up on that. Because you ) ggiitHEZ;ggéer .
24 are still a young man and there are still many good e
25 things that you can do and you can still become a very e
26 strong member of your community, and I hope that you 26
27 will pursue that. You can have a seat. 3y
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTERS ) OFFICIAL COURT REPORTERS 9 L




