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SUBJECT: PROHIBITION - POLICE ACT

SUMMARY: Constable Woolridge on duty when prisoner found dead in cell. Medical Examiner
determined cause of death was overdose of various drugs. Internal Police
Investigation was suspended while a Criminal Investigation took place - suspended
47 days after Internal Investigation had commenced. Criminal Investigation
conducted by Sergeant who reported an end to the Criminal Investigation.
However, Chairperson of Police Commission not aware of specific date and
assumed later date upon which she directed the resumption of the Internal
Investigation with its completion date - allowing 13 days being balance of 60 day
limit in Regulations. By this time the 60 day period had expired and Police Act and
Regulations interpreted as mandatory regulation required Internal Investigation
shall be completed expeditiously as possible and in any event within 60 days,
unless extension sought and extension warranted. No application for extension
upheld mandatory requirement and Chief of Police without jurisdiction to take
disciplinary action.

RESULT: Court not certain prohibition appropriate remedy. However, no contrary argument



advanced that it ought to be a stay and therefore, Prohibition granted.
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