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Consent Orders after settlement conference

Judge presided over three hour settlement conference on a
variation of acorollary relief judgment. |ssues were access and
child support. The mother was represented by counsel. The
father was self- represented. The parties thought they had
reached agreement. Summary of terms put on record by the
judge. Mother’s counsel drafted proposed consent order.
Father disagreed with contents. The judge reviewed proposed
draft and father’ s objections and redrafted some terms without
hearing from the parties. The father appealed on the basis that
the wording of the Friday access provision was not what the
parties had agreed to. That term was not summarized on the
record.

Is this a consent judgment from which there is no appeal ?
The order issued in the face of disagreement between the parties

on the settlement terms. Neither had consented to the form of
order issued. The record did not resolve the dispute between
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the parties. Thiswas not a consent order. The judge erred in
issuing the order absent consent, without a hearing. Matter
remitted to the trial court.
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