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Subject: Intervention; Civil Procedure Rule 8.01 

Summary: The minority shareholders were granted leave to intervene in a
complex multi-party dispute between the principal shareholders of a
closely held company.  The intervention was supported by one of the
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majority shareholders and opposed by the other who now appeals.  

Issues: Is a proposed intervenor who has a direct interest in the outcome of
the litigation required to demonstrate that he/she brings a different
perspective to the litigation from that of either party?

Result: Following the liberal interpretation of Rule 8.01, where the applicant
has a direct interest in the outcome of the litigation, he need not bring
a unique perspective to the litigation as a condition of being granted
leave to intervene. The judge retains a discretion to refuse leave if the
proposed intervention would unduly delay the proceedings or
prejudice adjudication of the rights of the parties to the litigation. 
Neither the court rules addressing intervention nor the application of
those rules is uniform throughout Canada.  Where the applicant has no
direct but some demonstrable interest in the litigation, a variety of
factors are considered as relevant to leave, including the governing
rule.  The inquiry is a contextual one.  Appeal dismissed.
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