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Subject: Inherent jurisdiction of superior court - contempt of court -
undertaking not to disclose discovery information 

Summary: The disclosure of discovery productions violated the implied
undertaking.  The chambers justice ruled that this was not
contempt of court but imposed a fine nonetheless.

Issue: Does a superior court judge have inherent jurisdiction to levy a
fine without contempt of court?

Result: Court of Appeal held that there was no inherent jurisdiction to
levy a criminal penalty without an offence - either a statutory
offence or contempt of court.
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