








 5 

additional hazard assessments between now and 2013 for different categories of 
“designated” manholes.  She stated that the purpose of the assessments are to 
determine if there would be any benefit of providing further protection equipment 
or measures or taking other prevention or risk mitigation measures when a person 
enters these manholes.  She stated that the additional hazard assessments will be 
conducted on current “designated” confined spaces in the following order: 

 
• Manholes identified to have chemicals or other contaminants; 
• Manholes which are entered via a tunnel; 
• Remaining designated manholes; and 
• “Special” manholes. 

 
[19] Ms. Edwards added that Bell will field test and implement any additional protection 

identified by the assessments. 
 

[20] Mr. McMillan submitted that the Union supports the application of stay based on 
the continuing dialogue, cooperation and above action by Bell on the matter. 

 
[21] Based on all of this, I am satisfied that the health and safety of Bell employees is 

protected should the stay be granted. 
 

Decision 
 
[22] Bell Canada’s application for a stay of the direction issued by HSO Tremblay on 

April 23rd, 2012 is hereby granted until the case is heard on its merit and a decision 
is rendered by an appeals officer. 

 
 
 
 
Douglas Malanka 
Appeals Officer 


